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society and ask them ‘‘How do you feel about 
this? What do you suggest? What would you 
like me to do?’’ This action will increase 
trust between teenagers and adults, as well 
as recognize the validity of teen opinions, 
and help them to express their inner feelings 
and feel like they are valued members of so-
ciety. This is crucial, because many of those 
teenagers who witnessed the events of Sep-
tember 11th are now able to vote, and many 
more will soon be able to. It is important 
that they become recognized members of the 
political population, and not be devalued be-
cause they were never given a chance to ex-
press themselves or give voice to their be-
liefs. This attitude cannot be allowed to 
stand, because it would hamper the ability of 
future voters from fully forming their polit-
ical identity, and fulfilling America’s dream 
of a democratic government.’’
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ARAPAHO AND ROOSEVELT NA-
TIONAL FORESTS LAND EX-
CHANGE ACT OF 2004

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2004

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of this bill, which would ex-
pedite an exchange of lands between the city 
of Golden, Colorado and the Federal Govern-
ment. 

The bill was introduced by Colorado’s senior 
Senator, BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL. The 
House passed a similar measure last year. I 
joined my colleague from Colorado, Mr. 
BEAUPREZ, in introducing the House version. 

Under the bill, the city of Golden will receive 
about 9.84 acres that now are part of the 
Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests. The 
City needs the land to construct a short pipe-
line—about 125 feet long—to bring water into 
a storage facility where it will be held for use 
by the city and its residents. 

In return, the City will transfer to the United 
States several parcels of land that are now 
inholdings within National Forest boundaries. 

These inholdings include lands near Argen-
tine Pass, which straddles the divide between 
Clear Creek County and Summit County and 
are crossed by the Continental Divide Trail. 
Adding those lands to the National Forest will 
reduce possible conflicts and increase public 
access to areas of high recreational value. So, 
this exchange is not only in the interests of the 
city of Golden and its residents, but in the 
public interest as well. 

The bill also includes a provision under 
which the City would be authorized to start 
work on the pipeline while the exchange pro-
ceeds, and further provides that if for some 
reason the exchange cannot be completed, 
the city will buy the lands that are needed for 
the pipeline. 

I want to thank the leadership of the Re-
sources Committee, especially Chairman 
POMBO and Ranking Member RAHALL for mak-
ing it possible for the bill to be on the House 
floor today. 

It is a modest bill but one that is very impor-
tant for the city of Golden and its residents. It 
is bipartisan and non-controversial, and I urge 
the House to agree to its passage so it can go 
to the president to be signed into law without 
further delay.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF KUNDE ESTATE 
WINERY AND VINEYARDS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2004

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to pay tribute to four generations 
of a remarkable farming and winemaking fam-
ily that has been producing award-winning 
California wines for 100 years. 

Family patriarch Charles Louis Kunde immi-
grated to the United States from Germany in 
1884, settling in Sonoma County, California. 
He grew Zinfandel grapes in Windsor for sev-
eral years before acquiring the means to pur-
chase the 650-acre Wildwood Ranch in 
Sonoma Valley in 1904. This site is the cor-
nerstone of the family’s current farming oper-
ation. Vines planted in 1882 on 28 acres of 
this initial purchase are still used to make the 
Kunde Century Vines Zinfandel. 

The Kunde family won the first of many 
wine awards, including a gold medal for their 
estate Zinfandel, in 1915 at the Panama Pa-
cific Exposition in San Francisco, the most 
prestigious pre-prohibition wine event in the 
country. 

Arthur ‘‘Big Boy’’ Kunde took over operation 
of the winery and vineyards following his fa-
ther’s death in 1922. These were hard times 
for the family. Prohibition limited wine produc-
tion to altar, sacramental and medicinal wines 
and the family had to diversify with a cattle 
ranching operation. 

The original winery closed for good when 
Big Boy’s two sons, Fred and Bob, were serv-
ing our country in World War II. The rest of 
the family continued to grow grapes and raise 
cattle to save the land. 

After the war, the family continued to grow 
grapes and began to acquire land adjacent to 
their original ranch. Bob and Fred also began 
a meat cutting business on the ranch. They 
cut meat by night and planted vineyards by 
day. 

By the mid 1980s the family had acquired 
nearly 2,000 acres of contiguous land sur-
rounding the original purchase. The vineyards 
stretched from the floor of the Sonoma Valley 
to the Mayacamas Mountains. It was now time 
to rebuild the winery and Kunde Estate Winery 
opened its doors in 1990. 

Today the winery produces 100,000 cases 
of wine annually. Ninety percent of the grapes 
are estate grown. There are 21 varietals and 
more than 100 clones grown on the estate 
property. 

A new generation of winemakers, managers 
and growers: Kurt, Bill, Jeff, Keith and Marcia, 
the children of Bob and Fred, are carrying on 
the family tradition of fine wine making. 

Mr. Speaker, the Kunde Estate Winery and 
Vineyards is celebrating its 100th Anniversary 
this year and it is appropriate that we honor 
them today.

HONORING THE TOWN OF CHATOM, 
ALABAMA, ON THE OCCASION OF 
ITS 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 29, 2004

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the community of Chatom, Alabama, on 
the occasion of the 100th anniversary of its 
founding. 

Founded on October 4, 1904, Chatom was 
named the county seat of Washington County 
three years later. During the past 100 years, 
the citizens and officials of this community 
have created a very rich and diverse history, 
and have worked tirelessly to provide the best 
benefits possible for themselves and their 
county. 

As a result of efforts by many individuals 
and community organizations, the county’s 
first high school was located in Chatom, pro-
viding more readily-available educational op-
portunities for the families in the town and the 
surrounding area. Between 1952 and 1956, 
the Washington County Hospital and Nursing 
Home and the county’s public library were 
both opened in Chatom, providing greater ac-
cess to healthcare and cultural resources. 

During the past four decades, the citizens 
and leaders of Chatom have worked tirelessly 
to put into place recreational and infrastructure 
resources which could be used to attract out-
side industry and lead to an increase in the 
population base. These innovations have in-
cluded the construction of the Roy Wilcox Air-
port in 1963, the opening of an 18-hole public 
golf course in 1995, and the establishment of 
the Chatom Community Center in 2000. 

Mr. Speaker, the 1,205 residents of Chatom, 
Alabama, are firmly rooted in their proud past, 
and at the same time are keeping a careful 
and optimistic eye on the road ahead. The vi-
sion displayed by their community leaders dur-
ing the past 100 years has led to the creation 
of a stable community and an anchor for all of 
Washington County, and I have no doubt that 
the continued inspired leadership and vision of 
today’s residents and leaders will lead to even 
greater successes in the years ahead. 

It is my hope the Town of Chatom continues 
its story of success for another one hundred 
years.
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TRIBUTE TO DENVER DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY WILLIAM RITTER, JR. 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 29, 2004

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the notable accomplishments and extraor-
dinary service of Denver District Attorney Wil-
liam (Bill) Ritter, Jr. This eminent public serv-
ant merits both our recognition and esteem as 
his impressive record of leadership and invalu-
able service has done much to improve the 
lives of our residents. 

Bill Ritter’s standing within our community is 
unrivaled. His tenure has been defined by not 
only the skills and faculties that distinguish 
district attorneys, but by a deep and abiding 
commitment to justice, high ethical standards 
and professionalism. 
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Bill Ritter was born on a farm in Colorado 

and is one of twelve children. He worked con-
struction and used work-study programs to put 
himself through Colorado State University 
where he graduated with honors. He subse-
quently earned his Juris Doctor from the Uni-
versity of Colorado School of Law and served 
as a former Assistant United States Attorney 
and Chief Deputy District Attorney. Bill married 
Jeannie Lewis Ritter and they have raised a 
family of four: August (William), Abraham, 
Samuel and Natalie. In 1987, Bill interrupted 
his legal career to manage a food distribution 
and nutrition center in Zambia for three years. 

Former Governor Roy Romer appointed Bill 
Ritter to serve as District Attorney for the Sec-
ond Judicial District of Colorado in 1993 and 
he has since been reelected District Attorney 
three times by the people of Denver. Bill un-
derstands that he has a public trust of consid-
erable magnitude and he has been resolute in 
his commitment to protect the safety and wel-
fare of our citizens. He and his staff are re-
sponsible for the prosecution of more than 
5,000 felony and 15,000 misdemeanor cases 
every year. But for Bill Ritter, protecting the in-
tegrity of the legal process matters and he has 
done much to bring greater transparency and 
innovation to the District Attorneys Office. 
Whether helping our senior citizens fight 
scams, cracking down on identity theft and 
check-fraud, advocating for reasonable gun 
laws, fighting for needed funding to place juve-
nile offenders in effective programs, or advo-
cating for responsible domestic violence laws, 
Bill Ritter has provided serious and thoughtful 
leadership on issues of public consequence. 
He has created a number of forward-thinking 
programs including the Denver Drug Court, 
Victims Services, Community Prosecution, Ju-
venile Diversion and the Courtrooms to Class-
rooms program. Many of these programs 
serve as models for other judicial districts in 
the nation.

Bill Ritter is nationally recognized on issues 
ranging from community justice, juvenile diver-
sion and white-collar crime. He has served as 
faculty for the National Institute of Trial Advo-
cacy, The National District Attorneys Advocacy 
Center and the National Conference on Juve-
nile Justice. He is past president of the Colo-
rado District Attorneys Association, Chairman 
of the Board of Project P.A.V.E. (Promoting 
Alternatives to Violence Through Education), 
President of the American Prosecutors Re-
search Institute and is a board member of the 
National District Attorneys Association, the Na-
tional Association of Drug Court Professionals 
and the Mile High United Way. 

Bill Ritter has burnished a reputation as a 
powerful advocate for victims’ rights and new 
approaches to both prevent and deter crime. 
But more importantly, he is a decent human 
being and his career has been defined by the 
courage to adopt new ideas and take the nec-
essary risks to implement them. His efforts 
have made a real difference and under Bill 
Ritter’s leadership, the Denver District Attor-
ney’s Office has made a positive impact on 
our justice system and improved the quality of 
life in our community. 

Bill Ritter’s tenure as Denver District Attor-
ney is quickly drawing to a close. His leader-
ship has been exemplary and he has labored 
diligently to preserve and improve the adminis-
tration of justice. His contributions are rich in 
consequence and on behalf of the citizens of 
the 1st Congressional District, I wish to ex-

press our gratitude and look forward to his 
continued involvement in our civic life. 

Please join me in commending William Rit-
ter, Jr., a distinguished citizen and public serv-
ant. His character, leadership and accomplish-
ments command our respect and serve to 
build a better future for all Americans.
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Wednesday, September 29, 2004

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, in the wake of 
recent catastrophic events in Florida of four 
consecutive hurricanes, it would be easy to 
dwell on the thousands of tragic stories that 
have impacted almost all Floridians. Not only 
was power lost throughout millions of homes 
statewide, houses were leveled or left in 
shambles, and lives have been lost. It is cer-
tain that these dark stories overshadow our 
thoughts, but it is important to let people know 
that there are indeed uplifting stories, and to 
let people hear about those as well. 

When it became apparent that Hurricane 
Charley would wreak havoc across the State, 
many companies sprang into action to help in 
their unique ways: Proctor & Gamble provided 
items such as Bounty paper towels, Mr. Clean, 
Always hygiene products, Pringles potato 
chips, and Iams pet food. Tyson delivered 
more than 110,000 pounds of pre-cooked 
chicken, and two trailer loads of ice that had 
been donated by Wal-Mart. Pfizer, donated 
prescription drugs to compensate for closed 
pharmacies, and Bristol Myers Squibb donated 
150 cases of infant formula, 50 cases of 
water, 500 cases of Excedrin, 5,000 pairs of 
socks, and seven different prescription medi-
cines. General Mills donated over 20,000 
cases of food including soup, cereal snack 
bars and vegetables. General Motors gave 
three Hummer H2s, equipped with OnStar 
Satellite communications. And this is just prod-
ucts: companies, including their employees 
personally, from Johnson & Johnson to Home 
Depot to Goldman Sachs have donated tens 
of thousands of dollars. 

Countless meals and snacks have been 
served for going on 6 weeks now, to hurri-
cane-damaged counties in Florida, with thou-
sands more available from Federal, local and 
private agencies. Emergency housing, clothing 
and other aid is also being provided. We have 
organizations set up for the purpose of col-
lecting donations for the Florida Hurricane Re-
lief Fund. One such organization consists of 
members of the Business Roundtable. 

After Hurricanes Charley and Frances 
steamrolled through Florida, Ivan followed in 
their paths. CIGNA Pharmacy Management 
announced soon after that its Florida members 
would be able to obtain refills on their pre-
scriptions ahead of schedule. ‘‘We know that 
one of the important steps our members need 
to take to prepare for a severe weather situa-
tion such as Hurricane Ivan is to be sure they 
have an adequate supply of any needed pre-
scription drug on hand,’’ said James Bryant, 
President of CIGNA Pharmacy Management. 
‘‘That’s why we want to make it as easy as 
possible for members to get prescriptions filled 
in advance.’’ CIGNA emphasized that mem-
bers who are taking life-sustaining medica-

tions, or one that require regular administra-
tion, fill up on their prescriptions as soon as 
possible. 

And Floridians haven’t just jumped in with 
tangible supplies and money, but with their 
own blood, sweat and tears. The Florida Hos-
pital Association communicated efficiently and
frequently on hospital updates. FHA also orga-
nized a rapidly deployable network of help 
from all hospitals throughout Florida to make 
sure that all areas have received invaluable 
medical and nursing manpower. it has not 
been uncommon that nurses, med techs, and 
doctors have sacrificially left their own dam-
aged homes to go care for others. 

Finally, here is an excellent display of pri-
vate-public collaboration and flexibility. Right 
before Hurricane Frances, the Florida Bankers 
Association, the U.S. Treasury, the U.S. Post-
al Service and the Social Security Administra-
tion sprang into action together. Social Secu-
rity checks were scheduled to be either depos-
ited into bank accounts electronically, or 
mailed out hard copy, on Friday, September 3, 
the day Frances was scheduled to touch 
down. Due to the imminent approach and an-
ticipated disruption, the Treasury Department 
asked banks to make available a day early—
September 2—electronic funds transfers (EFT) 
of the monthly checks that retirees and the 
disabled depend upon. And, the Post Office 
made every effort to deliver all checks, and 
where mail was undeliverable, set up areas for 
beneficiary pick up of checks. Talk about flexi-
ble and cooperative service, I even had one 
Post Office employee in my district go above 
and beyond and wait Thursday evening after 
closing for a worried family to pick up their 
check. Leland Adams of the Post Office in Bell 
made himself available for this family after 
hours, in case they decided to evacuate town 
before the P.O. would open in the morning of 
September 3rd. 

It is this spirit of cooperation, community-
mindedness, corporate and public goodwill 
and personal fortitude that has gotten Florid-
ians through the past 6 weeks. Mother Nature 
may slow Floridians down, but there’s no stop-
ping us. We will get through this.
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RECOGNIZING BRIAN LAND FOR 
ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE 
SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 29, 2004

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Brian Land of Kansas City, Mis-
souri, a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and 
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Brian has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Brian has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but the respect of his family, 
peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Brian Land for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout.
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